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1.Introduction

1.1. What is a Neighbourhood Plan?

1.1.1. The preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan is led by the local resiadritge area that the Plan represents. It must be supported by
the community on whose behalf it is being prepared. A Neighbourhood Plan canfot  R2 LJG SR 6 WYl RS QUveddzy f S a
by a majority of those voting in a local referendum

1.1.2. Neighbourhood Plans are lange and planning documents, therefore there are limitations on the matters a Neighbourhood Plan
can influence. The policies must clearly relate only to dasel and planing, so they cannot, for example, include other matters and
concerns like litter, antsocial behaviour, and the detailed management of open spaces, schools and community buildings.

1.1.3.  Once a Neighbourhood Plan has been made by the Local Authority, ¥&&éo LJ- NIi 2F ¢KI G Aa (y26y | &
the area it covers sitting alongside the Local Plan for the wider district. When the local planning authority receives an application for
planning permission within the neighbourhood area, it mustke its decision in accordance with the development gjancluding
the Neighbourhood Plag unless material considerations indicate otherwise (this is set out in section 38(6) of the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004).

1.1.4. Because it carries so much weight when planning applications are being considered and debigigtipaurhoodPan has tochave
regard tonational planning policies and guidance (these are set out in the National Planning Policy Fraew@KNJ a bt t C¢ X
Planning Practice Guidari¢end be in general conformityvith the strategic policies of théocal plan for the district. At the time of
the preparation of this Neighbourhood Plan, East Lindsey District Council was in the process of preparing its Locedpléae, tioe
East Lindsey Local Pla89%. The East Lindsey Local Plan will be compagedo documents, the Core Strategy and the Settlement
Proposals Documenthe East Lindsey Local Plan Core Strategy (ELLPCS) was adopted immediately following submission of the ANI
and now provides the strategic policies against which the ANP must benigral conformity. The policies and proposals of the
ELLPCS and the Settlement Proposals Document (Submission Modification Draft) have been reflected within the ANP on its
submission

! https:/iwww.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf
2 https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planningracticeguidance

\, «
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1.1.5. As well ashaving regard tanational planning policies and guidance ameing in conformity withthe strategic policies of the Local
Plan for the area, every Neighbourhood Plan must also satisfy certain other conditions before it can be approved anénheatotak
account when planning applications are being considereduktrne shown that the Plan:

1 contributes to the achievement of sustainable development

1 does not breach and is compatible with European Union obligatidmes EuropeanConvention of Human Rightand has been
prepared in accordance with The Localism Acti2@idd The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations’2012

1.2.  Why prepare a Neighbourhood Plan for Alford?

1.2.1. This Neighbourhood plan was researched, steered and written by members of@subittee of Alford Town Council, which was
first appointed in Felhrary 2012. The Town Council decided that it was important for Alford to develop its own Neighbourhood Plan,
So as to guide future development in the town in accordance with key principles.

1.2.2.  The importance of retaining the2t g y Qa / K I Nty andl idIConmyhRnityL ORIirevhilst developing the town into the future
are two NBOdZNNRA Y3 A& &dzS& Ay A (i ol Apgraisal REDGEG A IF VK B R T deNTi KISKNS NGB Af (FENRT S R
O2yadzZ GF A2y 6AGK (K StheliNeighdiEood NBrprbdesS woiiakly 38 réspohderitisliout & total of 43
supported the issue ithe July 2015 consultation).

1.23. MuchSYLIKI&aAra Aa LI OSR 2y GUKS NBGSydAzy 2F ! fF2NRQa OKbriNdl OG SN
and valied buldings from various eras. Thewn has a large Conservation Area where different architectural styles and historic
assets from different ages combine together in an attractiasgy, contributing to give theown its distinctive character. At the same
GAYSZ (GKS ¢26y /SYGNB YIAYyllAya aSOSNIf NBOGFAfT dzyAldaeri8KIG Y
and would like to see protected and improved in the futurehe Neighbourhood Plan will help to preserve the histaisses and
character of the déwn, promote the Market Place and Town Centre as avitg retail hub and the wholeotvn as an important
economic and employment centre.

3 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/pdfs/uksi_20120637_en.pdf
4 https://www.e-lindsey.gov.uk/media/4674/CD28lford-TownAppraisal/pdf/CD28_Alford_Conservation_Area_Appraisal.pdf
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1.2.4. Notwithstanding the distinct and diverse character of Alford, several residents are codcevite some of the more recent
developments that have taken place in ttevn. Recent developments have expanded the main body of the settlement to the West
and to the South away from the Town Cenémed are of a design and layout that is not in @y wih the character of thedwn and
R2 y2i0i LINE JA RWth dpenccéudtryside. atzhbBadidNiine, several residents lamented a shortage of green spaces and
publicfootpaths and links withinthe2 6y Qa YI Ay 02 R&® wSaA RS g pravisioNBf Qréed yrdas, Sindscépingi A Y
solutions and the opportunity for more sustainable means of transportation will have a positive impact on their qudityanf the
character of the settlement and on the wider environment. The Neighbourhood Wilahelp address these issues, ensuring that
future development incorporates appropriate design characteristics and contributes to the provision of green spaces and publi
linkages.

125. Ly GSNXY 2F [/ 2YYdzyAde /[ dzf (dzZNB S !abotitzaNdRufioa of N@BrimAnRyScylilird askal r&@@t ofS E LIN
inappropriate development of the town. The specific issues raised by residents encompass loss of the:

~

1 GAONY Yy aGNRy3a YR OGAGS gAftftAydySaa (G2 | RRNBaa lye WOl dz
1 huge range of commuty organisations run by a relatively small population;

1 balanced demography of the community, which provides sufficient resources for providing support where and whenever it is
needed.

1.26. tS2L)X S FSSt LINARS G 06SAy3 LI Niattess.FA giotl codruNity iszyiheré pebple afe hoilliking@z Y Y
Sl OK 2 { K SWiRtavhehJheabe]issainged, people and neighbours are at hand. It is also a feeling which promotes involvement
Ay (GKS G26yQa | FFI ANRBR | YR tefHbioBe goadiofday. 0 SSNE NS ot S (2 02y il

1.2.7. When people move into a community they join into a narrative of its history and life. Alford has, over the years, demdrestrate

strong, independent and pioneering community spirit. Volunteers have, for many years, run nidegteals and various other

events and were successful in obtaining ERDF grants, several Lottery awards and other funding. The impressive refurbibement o
Manor House, with £1.9 million raised, the use of other grants to upgrade shop fronts antfstr@eure as well as providing grant

aid to upkeep thatched properties in the town, the achievement of coming second in a national competition organised by a well
1Y26y AYUGSNYIFGA2YyFE 02 YLzl SNI TA NN sécaringLaNsBry 50,300 ih 2044G@ ignés thel S R (
sports hall floor of Alford Sports Hall Associatib\ | £ £ Y2NB NBOSyid SEIlFYLX Sa 2F GKS (246
first town to take over service delivery and property management from the District coandilnow runs the Friday market, the

cemetery, the public toilets and lately the Corn Exchange and the Library.

\, «
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1.2.8. The sustainability of such a community needs organic change and growth and no extreme or excessive change. It is ahadietepted
that people NBE ISYSNI ff & KFLILIASNE KSIf{GKASNI YR Y2NB O2yGSyiSR 4KS
major factor in modern life for the wellbeing of citizens and the simple fact that the governmertddeased it necessary toreate
the Department for Communities and Local Government is sufficient evidenteis.

1.2.9. It was thus, within this context, that the task of developing a Neighbourhood Plan for Alford was undertaken. It is ettzdtes]
Plan will protect and promet this sense of community, regulating development in a way that will feglpse the aspiration of local
residents and promote a sustainable and thriving community. During the process of preparing this plan, the Steeringo@up
these community aspiteons and ambitions. Even though these projects are not directly related teuardand planning, and thus
they cannot be formally included in the Neighbourhood Plan, they have been collected and presented in Apyednithie end of
this document, to i@ N Fdzi dzZNE RS @GSt 21LJSNA |yR 204KSNJ aidl {SK2ft RSNA 2F GKS

1.2.10. The East Lindsey Local Plan Core Strategy (ELa3CG&emed that the town of Alford’'s housing requirement for the period6201
2031 is a minimum of 161 homeAs at he I March 2017 there were already 95 homes with planning permission, leaving a
requirementof 66 homedor the relevantplan period. Since tlen, planning permissioneave beergrantedfor a further 110 houses
On top ofthese permissions, to cater forhie eventuality of additional growth or expiration of some of these planning permissions,
this plan allocateg3 homes on sites set out in the proposals mag &ite allocationsthis allocation policyattempts to prioritise
previously developed landnd to meet the supposed need for affordable homes where possildéth regard to the need for
employment land in the town, there is a requirement for a minimum of 1 hectare of land, this is set outiash&indsey Local Plan
Core Strategy (ELLPCH)e Stesng Group performed an Allocation Study in respect of the requirement of the NPPF and of the
guidelines of the Planning Practice Guidance to identify, assess and allocate the sites required to delreguitement, and
prepared all the necessary plaing policies and maps required to manage and promote such development. The Neighbourhood Plan
will thus ensure the necessary amount of deliveraidsidentiala A G Sa FNBX @ At o6tS (2 &adzLJL2 NI !
future, whilst at the sametime redressing some of the existing issues (e.g. redevelop redungamtously developed land
regenerate the Market Place, rebalance the geographical imbalance tbwhreetc.).

N
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2.The Plan Process &meline

2.1.1.

2.1.2.

2.1.3.

2.1.4.

2.1.5.

The Stering Group was appointed by Alfofidwn Counciin February 2012 with the aim of preparing a Neighbourhood Plan for the
Town The Neighbourhood Plan envisgadevelopment for Alford between 2@and 2031, covering 14yearperiod.

Consultations with the people of Alford on aspectsto$ Neighbourhood Plan took place in July 204@ril 2013, July 20158 2017
with the community, as well asith statutory consultees in 2018 2012 WS FSNBYy O0S Kl & | f & Tonsef/&tigh Y I RS
Area! LILINIFAYER: fG6KS G ! £ F2 NBRthaf 2008/ ! LILINI A&l f € X

Provision has been made within this plan for Alford Town Council to conduct an annual Progress Review and a substartive forma
review of the Neighbourhood Plan every 5 years, in order to monitor implementation and reflect changing neectamdtances
over time.

The Regulation 14Consultation Version of thélford Neighbourhood Development Plan was made available for consultation in
accordance with Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Plan Regulations frédahbiary to the 28 February P18.The Consultation
Statementprovides a description of the amendments made to the docuniErg#ed on the comments received, that resulted in this
current Submission Version.

Following the amendment tdhe Regulation 14Consultation Version of the Plaand the preparation of the Statement of
Consultation, the Steering Group prepdra Statement of Compliance with the Basic Conditions, demonstraiing community
YSYOSNE |yR a0l Gdzi2zaNE O2yadzZ 6§SSaQ 02YYSyda Kal #é& followsng yasid RR NE
conditions:

1 Having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the Secretary of State (including the National
Planning Policy Framework, NPRFis appropriate to make the plan

The making of the neighluwhood development plan contributes to the achievement of sustainable development;

The making of the neighbourhood development plan is in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the
development plan for the area of the authority (or aogrt of that area);

1 The making of the neighbourhood development plan does not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EU obligations

N
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2.1.6. This Submission Versiarf the Plan, the Statement of Consultation, and the Statement of Compliance with the Basic Conditions will
be submitted to East Lindsey District Council, which will publicise the proposal for a minimum 6 weeks and invite refmesamtat

the documentgRegulation 16 Consultation)

2.1.7. An Independent Examiner will be appointed ELDC to undertake an examination of the Plan and issue a report to the local planning
authority and qualifying body. If the examinatioaport recommends that the ANP progressesatdocal referenduntast Lindsey
District Council will arrange a referendum arfdhe Plan is approved by the majority of local residents voting in the referendum, the
District Council will make the Plan, which will become an integral pathefEastLindsey Development Plarand will carry full

statutory weightin decision making regarding planning applications.

I\ Alford
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3.Setting theScene

3.1. Location and Historic Significance

3.1.1.

3.1.2.

3.1.3.

Alford is located approximately 7 miles from the North §

coast and just east of the Lincolnshire Wolds in the distrid"

East Lindsey. The Town sits in a flat landscape that s
raises westward toward Miles Cross Hill in the direction of
Lincolnshire Wolds Area of Outstanding Natural Bea:
(AONB), whie is in close proximity. Approaching Alford frg
the west gives the best view of the town and its surroundir
which are mostly rural in nature and currently used
agriculture purposes. The underlying geology of the Alf
area is chalk with overlyinglacial deposits, a small outcrop
sandstone runs close to, but not through, the town

The Town is crossed by the Wold Gift Drain, which flows s
through the centre of the town and then eastwards towal
the coast. The Drain is the main cause of Fleusk in the
area, both north of the Town and within the Town Cent
where the drain is culverted beneath the road. Even tho
mostly connected with unusually high rainfall in 2007, sg
areas of the town are subject to surface flooding.

The builtup area covers a relevant part of the Tov
FRYAYA&AOGNI GADBS 062dzy RF NARSasx
and rural areas that are crossed by a valuable networ
bridleways and footpaths allowing access to the countrysid
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3.1.4. Ever since the 1283 Charter originally authorising it to hold markets, Alford has k
able to maintain its character as a typical small Lincolnshire market town. By
Victorian times, it was welkéstablished as a centre to serve the needs of its o
inhabitants and the surrounding agricultural area and the appearance of the majg
of buildings in the centre of the town has been essentially preserved since this peri

3.1.5. Many of Alford's historic hbidings, however, date from a very much earlier timgess
among them are its spacious medieval church, its various very attractive 17th cerf==—=
thatched buildings, including an old coaching inn and the imposingly large thatQgu...
Manor House, the sweep of Geaagi buildings in the main street and the figailed  [FHRIR
windmill, still working and reckoned to be one of the finest in the country.

3.1.6. With the advent of buses and motor cars following the First World War, larger towns became more accessible and expanded
accodingly. Villages, even larger ones, suffered as a result, losing their shops and other facilities which held communitess toge
Alford was not large enough to compete with the larger towns in this way but it was large enough to maintain its indepenitbnce
schools, shops and offices and other businesses continuing to serve its own immediate area. So, as it did not sudderdg expand
larger towns did, it was able to preserve the special character it still has as a friendly little town, not too [eg@te to not know
each other in the traditionaiay.

3.1.7. The successful preservation of the town owes much to the wisdom and foresight of the former plafnning
authority, the Lindsey County Council. "The cleaily
recognisable limits of the town centre give &
character and identity of which even a stranger to the
town is immediately aware", they said in designating
the town as a statutory Conservation Area in 197Q.
They further stressed that, Alford being on the ve
edge of the Lincolnshire Wolds, "the pregation of its
rural setting is of importance in maintaining the
character of the town".

3.1.8. In the years after the Secono
World War, substandard housing was replaced, wi
new housing being judiciously kept almost entire

Ny G
N\ Alford
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within the confines of the town.

3.1.9. Alford's historian, R.C. Dudding, wrote very proudly in 1930 of the town's
beautiful setting and the Conservation Area provisions stressed the importance of
preserving the attractive approach roads leading in to the town. And, to date, the

fine appearance Alford's buildings in the extensive view down from Miles Crogs
Hill is still very substantially intact.

The approachego Alford, from West, North, Southand Eastrespectively
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